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Junior-Senior High Youth             
Retreat at Graceland University  

Details on page 3 
6:30 p.m. Friday, March 24,               
to noon Sunday, March 26. 

Community of Christ                    
Spiritual Retreat                          

Encountering God at Home 
For the entire family. April 7-9, at 
the Temple, Independence, MO. 

Childcare available.  

Senior High Camp                               
at Camp Nauvoo  

Sunday, June 11, through               
Saturday, June 17. 

Junior Camp 
Camp Nauvoo and                        
Cedar Valley Grove 

Saturday, June 24, through           
Tuesday, June 27. 

Junior High Camp  
at Cedar Valley Grove 
Sunday, July 9, through  

Saturday, July 15. 

Reunion 1 at Camp Nauvoo 
Saturday, June 17 through                

Friday, June 23. 

Reunion 2                                           
at Cedar Valley Grove 

Saturday, July 15, through             
Friday, July 21. 

Spectacular  
at  Graceland University  

July 22-29. 

 

Volunteers Still Needed for Summer Camps and Reunions 

We are always looking for health care providers registered in Illinois and/

or Iowa to serve as medical staff at youth camps and reunions. Please reach out 

to Dennis LaRoque if you are a registered health care provider and can share 

your time and talents at our summer camps and reunions. We also need help 

transporting youth to and from events. Please help by contacting Dennis La-

Roque at (563)-505-7740 or dennis@bixlives.com.   

These are hard times 

in which we live. We 

think of the pioneers of 

our faith, who suffered 

privations as they were 

driven from place to 

place. I often wonder if 

we don’t have the bigger challenge: to 

live the Gospel in a world of plenty and 

resist the false gods plenty promotes. 

Regardless of our inclinations, we 

all understand that the culture we live in 

at this time is heading toward a more 

divisive state. I have been made aware of 

conflicts among our brothers and sisters 

that are being played out on social media 

platforms. Via an unlikely route I came 

across some writings about the verb    

revile, which is defined as “to assail with 

contemptuous or opprobrious language; 

address or speak of abusively.” If you 

search the scriptures you will find revil-

ing others is much talked about as a sin. 

Brothers and sisters, let’s be honest. 

We are capable of discussing ideas with-

out attacking the one who presents an 

idea that differs from ours. Not only are 

we capable, we are commanded to do so. 

I sometimes catch bits of hotly contested 

political debates. I am  convinced that 

the topics being debated are so complex 

that there is no way to determine right or 

wrong, true or false, but rather we are all 

blind and finding a different part of the 

elephant to grab a hold of and proclaim 

as the true essence of the elephant. 

Somehow politics have turned into a 

sporting event, with opposing teams   

trying to achieve victory by whatever 

means necessary. I never feel like I have 

learned anything good or useful by     

listening to them, so I avoid them. 

Why, oh why, can we not take joy in 

the common good we wish to achieve 

and put our heads together to find a   

commonly agreed way to try to achieve 

it? God weeps. 

In true Christian community every 

person is honored as a unique and    

priceless creation of God. What a shame 

we bring when we dishonor a person by 

speaking abusively to them or even 

worse about them. 

Have you deceived yourself by 

thinking that you can have a positive    

impact on anything by aggressively 

fighting for a political position? If you 

think this you are deceived. What is true 

is that you can do great damage to many 

individuals by reviling them. 

Treat the people with gentleness. 

Honor every one. Express your love for 

another person by really listening to 

them. -- Robert  

These Divisive Times Beg for Gentle Voices  
Social Media Discussions   

Raise Troubling Questions 

tel:(563)%20505-7740
mailto:dennis@bixlives.com


P A G E  2  

 

This hauntingly beautiful short 

story was shared by Gregory Wood 

on a web page a few years ago: A 

female humpback 

whale had become 

entangled in a spider 

web of crab traps and 

lines. She was 

weighed down by hun-

dreds of pounds of traps that caused 

her to struggle to stay afloat. She also 

had hundreds of yards of rope 

wrapped around her body, tail and 

torso, and a line tugging at her mouth. 

A fisherman spotted her just east 

of the Faralon Islands, outside the 

Golden Gate Bridge, and radioed for 

help. Within a few hours a rescue 

team arrived and determined that she 

was so bad off that the only way to 

save her life was to dive in and untan-

gle the lines holding her. It was a 

very dangerous proposition, for one 

slap of her tail could kill the rescuer. 

The team worked for hours with 

curved knives and eventually freed 

her.  The divers said that when she 

was free, she swam in what seemed 

like joyous circles. She then came 

back to each and every diver, one at a 

time, nudged them, and pushed gen-

tly, thanking them. Some said it was 

the most incredibly beautiful experi-

ence of their lives. 

In I Thessalonians 5:18 (TLB) we 

are told: “No matter what happens, 

always be thankful, for this is God’s 

will for you who belong to Christ  

Jesus.”  

Like the freed whale, let’s        

joyfully give thanks for all things! 

Let’s generously show our gratitude 

to God who blesses us, to our families 

who love us, to our pastors who guide 

us, to our friends who uphold us.  

Let’s make this our daily habit!   

May we, who are followers of 

Christ, heed the instruction given in 

Ephesians 5:20 (TLB):  “Always give 

thanks for everything to our God and 

Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” --  Bishop Jane McDonald 

Like the Grateful Whale, Generously Give Thanks Daily 

Nauvoo Lodge Addition Gets the Go-Ahead 
Nauvoo has a pivotal 

place in church history, 

both for Community of 

Christ and for our LDS 

cousins. It is the last place 

where we were all together. 

 Camp Nauvoo is heav-

ily used by groups visiting 

Nauvoo to experience its 

history. Our members in the 

Nauvoo area have long 

dreamed of an addition to 

the Camp Nauvoo lodge. It 

is needed to provide mod-

ern housing for those who 

want to continue to come to 

reunion as they grow older. 

In addition we have an  op-

portunity to provide a beau-

tiful resting place for the 

weary traveler. We are also 

aware that if we do this 

right, it has the promise of 

producing income to sup-

port both of our camp-

grounds and many other 

worthy ministries. 

Construction of an   

addition to the Camp Nau-

voo lodge was approved at 

the Nov. 2, 2014, Mission   

Center Conference, to    

provide modern sleeping 

rooms, an  elevator and 

more kitchen space. The 

project approved included 

the purchase of adjacent 

land and buildings as well 

as building a free-standing 

three bedroom unit. The 

house and land were       

bought and are now in use. 

But instead of building the 

three-bedroom unit, a tiny 

house was installed last 

summer and four more will 

be added this summer. 

The first plan proved 

too expensive so it was 

downsized. The current 

plan has a basement, 10 

sleeping rooms and several 

classrooms. The work will 

be done in two phases: the   

exterior and structurally 

necessary interior framing 

first, followed by the      

interior finishing work over 

the next few years.  

The architect’s work 

and world church legal red 

tape was painfully slow, but 

the last major hurdle has 

been cleared and we are 

now talking about starting 

construction in April.   

For those of us who 

have been involved in the 

process, it is hard to believe 

we will be constructing this 

building in the next few 

months. In a very real sense 

we are, again, pioneers 

building a beautiful place at 

Nauvoo, where all can 

come and experience the 

kind of community that   

Jesus yearns for us to live. 

I am so thankful for the 

opportunity to be involved 

in this project. I marvel at 

how the Lord  prepared me 

through my inclinations and 

experiences to oversee this 

project at this time and in 

this place. — Robert 

Lee Ourth prepares to turn 

the first shovel of dirt at a 

ground-breaking ceremony 

during the 2015 Mission 

Center Conference, 



Temple School Course         

Offered in Muscatine 

MP 300 Introduction to Priesthood     

Ministry will be offered April 22 and   
May 20, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., in 
Muscatine. Both sessions must be       

attended to receive credit. Jane    
McDonald will teach the course.  

Textbooks are available through 
Herald House www.heraldhouse.org for 

$29.95 plus $9 shipping for the paper 
edition, or $12.95 for the downloadable 

PDF version. As much of the text as   
possible should be read before the class 

begins. Please contact Brenda Mitchell, at 
mitchellsonzika@mchsi.com or        

(319) 390-4307 to register. 

How to Receive Latter-day 

Seekers Workshop April 1 

A Preparing to Receive Latter-day    
Seekers Workshop will be led by     

Apostle Robin Linkhart on Saturday, 
April 1, at Nauvoo Community of 

Christ. The event will introduce Com-

munity of Christ priesthood, disciples 
and congregations to ministry with     

Latter-day seekers. Those planning to 
attend are asked to pre-register with          

Gayla Burgess at gaylacoc@gmail.com. 

Worship With     

Apostle Linkhart 

Davenport invites all to 

join them for early morning    

worship with Apostle Robin 
Linkhart, on Sunday, April 2, 

at 9:30 a.m.  

David, Laura Bolton 

Bringing Ministry to RFS 

David and Laura Bolton of the     

Joseph Smith Historic Site will provide 
guest ministry Sunday, March 26, at10:45 

a.m. the Rock Falls-Sterling church.  

The Boltons will share about the 
hymnal and church music through the 

ages, Pastor Kim Crump invites all to 
come. 

Great Opportunities 

Sr High Camp: June 11-17 @ Camp Nauvoo  

Co-Directors  

Sonia Wiemann (309) 221-1887 soniaray920@gmail.com  

Kenny Wolf  (309) 712-5808 wolfy88@live.com  

Jr Camp: June 24-27 @ Camp Nauvoo  

Co-Directors 

Autumn Fickes (309) 645-0366 aficks1030@yahoo.com  

Melanie Ray (309) 219-4900 mray127@gmail.com  

Jr Camp: June 24-27 @ Cedar Valley Grove  

Co-Directors 

Monica LaRoque (563) 320-0057 

        heymon2000@hotmail.com  

Lisa Hill (319) 550-2081 hillglj@hotmail.com  

Jr High Camp: July 9-15 @ Cedar Valley Grove  

Co-Directors 

Kenny Wolf (309) 712-5808 wolfy88@live.com  

Sonia Wiemann (309) 221-1887 soniaray920@gmail.com  

Spectacular: July 22-29 @ Graceland University  

Coordinator: Scott Gelande (563) 508-1102 

 sgelande@gmail.com  

Website: www.cofchrist.org/spectacular  

Mission Center Youth Ministries Website, Camp 

Registration Information:  www.cvnmc.org/youth  
 

Reunion 1 at Camp Nauvoo, June 17-23  

Co-Directors  reunion1director@cvnmc.org  

Suzan Strandberg  (319) 752-5712  

Jerry Wiemann (319) 752-7766  

 Registrar reunion1registrar@cvnmc.org  

Karen Ourth (217) 453-2236   

Guest Ministry: Seventy Andrew Bolton, retired apostle. 

Reunion #2 at Cedar Valley Grove July 15-21 

Director reunion2director@cvnmc.org 

Robert Cook (217) 357-3308  

Registrar reunion2registrar@cvnmc.org 

Pam Tisdale (309) 314-2318  

Guest Ministry, Marvin Rice, retired appointee. 
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Calling All Congregations: 
Create Your Reunion Flag 

Plans are well underway 

for  Reunion 1, June 17-23,    

at Camp Nauvoo, with guest 

ministry by Seventy Andrew 

Bolton.  

Each congregation in the 

mission center is asked to   

design and create a flag for 
this year’s reunions. The flags 

should measure12 inches by 

18 inches and can be sewn, 

painted or colored with the 

congregation’s name. They 

will be passed on to Reunion 

2 at CVG for use and display. 

Bring them to reunion or 

send them to:    

 Jerry Wiemann 

 1012 S. 3rd St. 

 Burlington, IA 52601. 

 

http://www.heraldhouse.org/
mailto:mitchellsonzika@mchsi.com
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Sacraments 

Priesthood Calls/Ordinations 

Wendy Eaton, Nauvoo, ordained to the office of 
priest by Apostle Lach Mackay and Elder Rick 

Eaton. 
Ryan and Whitney Sheehy, Iowa City, have      

accepted calls to elder. 
Curt Cook, Galesburg, ordained Jan. 15 to the office 

of priest by High Priest Robert Cook and      

Elder Patrick Fairbrother. 

Baptisms/Confirmations 

Airi Thompson and Gido Thompson, Iowa City, 
baptized and confirmed November 27, 2016. 

Katie Irene Mitchell, Galesburg, Dec. 25, by     
Bonnie King and  Darrell King. 

Lealoni Rachelle Swigart, Galesburg, Dec. 25, by 

Bonnie King and Christine Fairbrother 

A Gift That Warmed      

Both  Body and Soul 

In February, Iowa City’s JAM 
Kids heard the story of Lily and 

the Paper Man. Lily was a girl 
who shared her love and      

concern with the man who sold 
papers on the corner by giving 

him her favorite blanket because 
he was cold and needed it. For a 

project, the JAM Kids made a 
blanket to share with someone 
who needed it. That Wednes-

day, after returning home from 
JAM Kids, Mission Center Presi-

dent Robert Cook slipped and 
fell on the ice, cracking a bone 

in his hip. It was clear, the JAM 
Kids blanket should be sent to 

Robert. In responding to the 
gift,  Robert sent the following 

message: “I keep thinking about 
your gracious gift… I just don't 

know how to communicate 
what a warm and loved feeling it 

gives me. “ At right, Nathan 
shows the blanket the  JAM Kids 

sent to Robert.  

Congratulations 

Cheryl Ballantyne, upon her promotion to       
Professor of Nursing at Blackhawk College, Moline. 

Wendy Eaton is now secretary of the Joseph Smith 

Historic Site. She follows in the footsteps of Linda    
Etchison, who retired last year and is in the process 

of moving to Olathe, KS. 

Deaths 
Rebecca Chesnutt, Davenport, Dec. 27, 2016. 

Joann Gunn, Jan. 31, Belton, TX. Graveside service 
held Feb. 16, at Oakland Cemetery, Fort Madison. 

Marian “Betty” Buckmaster, Davenport, Feb. 13. 

Maria Canarr 

Sharon Derganz 

Trevor Grogg 

Herb Iles 

Angela Iles 

Alecia Inskeep 

Sharon Jackson 

Bob Laudie 

Judy LeVan 

Meredith Mitchell 

Karen Olsen 

Muriel Sackfield 

Helen Sherman 

Jodie Sutton 

Prayer Requests 

Birthdays 
Ann Edsall, Galesburg, 90, February 14. 

Joan Currier, Galesburg, 80, March 18. 

Don Rice, Galesburg, 85, March 27 

Anniversaries 
Dale and Dixie Cole, 51, years, March 14. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  Members of Maquoketa’s Junior Church class enjoy  

  cupcakes as they celebrate classmate Taylor’s birthday. 
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Easter Observances 
Nauvoo 
Lenten services will be held on the 

four Thursdays in March. The holy 

week schedule includes a Maundy   

Thursday service on April 13, Good 

Friday service, April 14, and Easter 

worship, April 16.  All are invited. 

For times contact Wendy Eaton at 

(217) 453-2236 (Joseph Smith His-

toric Site) or (660) 238-8591. 

Iowa City  
The annual Community Easter Egg 

Hunt will be held at10 am Saturday, 

April 15., with prizes for all, snacks, 

face painting and crafts. Sunday, 

April 16, we will celebrate with an 

“Easter Café” breakfast at  9 am   

and Easter worship at 10:30. 

Galesburg 
Easter will be celebrated with a  

potluck breakfast at 9 am, followed 

by an Easter program at 10 a.m., 

and worship at 11 a.m.  

Cedar Rapids 
A Good Friday service will be     

held at 7 pm Easter Sunday will    

be observed with a continental     

breakfast at 9 am and worship at 

10:30 am. 

Fort Madison 
A Family Night Potluck and White 

Elephant Sale will be held Saturday, 

March 15, at 6 pm. 

Maquoketa 
An Easter worship service will be 

held at 9:30 am. Sunday, April 16. 

Moline 
Plans are being made for a Q-C 

Unity Maundy Thursday event to be 

held in conjunction with the evening 

meal fellowship held at 5:30 pm on 

the last three Thursdays of each 

month. All are welcome. 

Wanted: Crafters and Vendors 
Sisters Gaelane Rosinski and Dorothy 

“Dottie” Lane Ragan have teamed up to organize 
the Two Pockets Craft and Vendor Show to 

raise funds for mental health and suicide preven-
tion research.  The event will be held Saturday, 

May 20, at Moline Community of Christ. They 
hope to attract up to100 crafters and vendors.  

The name “Two Pockets” honors their   

father,  Keith Lane Sr., a police officer who      
favored shirts with two pockets and took his 

own life. Since that time their extended family 
has experienced the loss of others to suicide. 

“With your support and the research that is   
currently being done, along with future research, 

we will be able to identify why some people feel 
that taking their own life is their only option. We 

want to help them live a long, healthy life.  Too 
many people suffer and die from mental illness… 

It is an awful  disease that we need to cure,” the 
sisters say. 

To register or for more information, please 
contact Gaelane Rosinski at  (309) 791-1920 or 

email twopockets2016@gmail.com. 

New Addresses 

 Ruth Barber 

 601 Holly St.,  
 Bullhead City, AZ 86442 

 Bruce Davis email  
 bruceldavis3@gmail.com 

Photo/Bev Lindburg 

City Center Ministry’s Opportunity Center is a busy place each Tuesday. 

The food pantry is open from 2 to 4 p.m. for people in need who live in 

the nearby neighborhood.  Dennis LaRoque and his budding builders arrive 

at around 3 pm, after school is out, to work on various projects. Here 

Jacob and Donte practice using the tape measure.  After their lesson in 

measuring, they stained wooden blocks that fit tightly into a large wooden 

frame to form a cross. Orders for the crosses are being taken as a fund-

raiser to help buy a van for transporting students to church, camps and 

other activities. To order a cross, contact Dennis or Pam LaRoque. 

Q-C Communities share 
Fifth Sunday Worship 

The Bettendorf, Davenport 

and Moline congregations are, 

for a second year, uniting for 

worship on Fifth Sundays. More 

than 30 celebrated in Christ on 

Jan. 29 at Willow Grove. The 

Moline congregation invites all 

to come on April 30, starting 

with a continental breakfast at     

9 am followed by worship at 10.  

mailto:bruceldavis3@gmail.com

