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You are the light of the world --- make it sparkle!

Joyful, Joyful

If You Look For Me at Christmas
If you look for me at Christmas
you won't need a special star,
I'm no longer just in Bethlehem
I'm right where you are.
You may not be aware of Me
amid the celebrations,
You'll have to look beyond the stores
and all the decorations.
But if you take a moment
from your list of things to do
And listen to your heart, you'll find
I'm waiting there for you.
You're the one I want to be with,
you're the reason that I came,
And you'll find Me in the stillness
as I'm whispering your name.
Love, Jesus
From Voice of Truth
Submitted by Angela King, Galesburg

City Center Ministry thanks
all who donated items or
money for our Christmas
Store. On Dec. 2, about
20 kids shopped for gifts to
give the special adults in
their lives. On Dec. 10, we
will play Bingo with everyone winning a prize to take
home. Your support is appreciated very much in our
ministry.

John Ballantyne, Davenport, is all
smiles as he wraps a gift for this happy
young shopper at City Center
Ministries’ Christmas Store on Dec. 2.

Living in Community
As you walk through each
day, how does living in Community affect your decisions, your
life, and the people who are
around you?
Living in Community is more
than attending church for a few
hours on a Sunday morning.
Living in Community is more
than being baptized in Community of Christ church.
Living in Community is more
than following the usual routine.
Living in Community is more

than just being present.
Living in Community is being
involved with people, organizations and causes that are making a
difference in the world.
Living in Community is
taking the decision of baptism
to a level of really living your
decision and demonstrating to
others around you how this
decision is making a difference
in your life.
Living in Community is
Continued, page 2
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Celebrating
the Christ Child

Manon Page, Cedar Rapids, turned 100
years young Sept. 7.
Barb McSorley-Smith, Burlington,
celebrated her 80th birthday.

Congratulations to Irene Saur Jones who
celebrated her 99th birthday Nov. 26.
Surrounding her in this Thanksgiving Day
photo are Lindsay Hartman, Irene, John
Saur and Charlene Loberg-Saur.
Community, continued
thinking out of the box and
doing things that make you
reach deep into your soul
and spirit and stepping out
in faith.
Living in Community
is making a decision to live
in the moment, listen to the
voices around you and
follow your heart.
Our decision to live in
Community is one that
each of us needs to not take
lightly. Coming to this

This cross, created at City
Center Ministries’ Outreach
Center, was given to the
Galesburg congregation by
Patrick and Christine
Fairbrother in memory of
her parents, William and
Barbara Jousma, former
members of the Alaska, MI.,
congregation. City Center is
selling the crosses, made by
students, to raise money for
a van. The Cedar Rapids and
Moline congregations also
have purchased crosses.

place calls us to a new
commitment, gives us a
new voice and shows us a
new way to respond to the
ministry of Jesus Christ.
For too long we have
been content to live and
worship as usual. However,
we are living in a new age
where the time for hesitation has passed and the
time for action is now.
God has provided all
you need to respond to His
ministry where you are.

Iowa City -- A Christmas Café
breakfast will be held at 9 a.m.
Dec.10, followed by Sunday
morning worship at 10:30 a.m.
On Dec. 13, JAM Kids will
focus on the Christmas story
by dressing in costume to
dramatize “A New Message.”
JAM Kids meet 5:30 to 7:15
the second Wednesday of each
month.
Cedar Rapids -- Christmas
program Dec. 17 at 10:30 a.m.
This also can be viewed at
joyhopelovepeace.com.
Galesburg -- Dec. 17, Christmas program at10 a.m.,
followed by cookies and
fellowship; Worship at 11 a.m.
Davenport -- Dec. 24, 10 a.m.
Christmas Eve Day Worship.
Maquoketa -- Children’s
Christmas Program tentatively
set for Dec. 20, with finger food
to follow. The Women’s
Department donated $50 to
the Reach for a Star program.
Moline -- Christmas Eve Day
Vesper Service Dec. 24 at 10:45
a.m. All are invited.

What are you waiting for?
Jesus was a successful
minister because he walked
with the people, he listened
to their needs and concerns
and he responded in love,
showing them a new way.
Is this any different than
what God is calling you to
do today? I don't think so.
Basic human needs are the
same. What has changed is
the way we communicate
and our motivation to action.

Living in Community
is action. Doing the will of
God. Being His hands and
feet. Showing His love'-to
all people. Inviting all to
come.into the Community
and feel loved and supported. How you choose to
respond is up to you. God
only asks that you respond
in some way.
We are Community of
Christ. Now, go and live it.
-- Seventy Pam LaRoque
City Center Ministry

Gratitude is in Season All Year Long
Social media can be a tool for
negative ideas, but it can also be one of
positives.
One item that has been popular
this past year is the “30 days of Gratitude” program. It is so interesting to
see what people are grateful for and
the hope they have for the future. God
wants us to give thanks. As Paul says,
“Everything created by God is good
and nothing is to be rejected if it is re-

PAGE

are struggling at this time, not only
Originally sent as a Thanksgiving Message
within our mission center but throughfrom Mission Center leaders Robert Cook,
out the world. We are to remember
Deb Batey and Doug McFarlane
them not only in our thoughts and
prayers, but also in our actions.
ceived with thanksgiving. For it is
We give thanks on this day, but let
made holy by the word of God and
us not forget to give thanks throughout
prayer.” (1 Timothy 4:4).
the year as we stumble through our
It is clear that God wants us to rec- daily lives and encounter adversity
ognize the goodness in our lives. Also, along the way. Let us have our own
however, let us remember those who
moments of gratitude, thanking God.

Warm Hospitality Flows as Hannibal Celebrates
First Annual Ladies Friendship Tea

Judy Howell and
Carol Chaplin warmly
greeted and registered
guests as they arrived.

Dana Nuckols welcomes guests to the Hannibal Community of Christ Ladies
Friendship Tea on Oct. 11. About 50 women attended the daylong retreat.

As part of a Veterans
Day salute, Andrew
Hart, complete in a
camo uniform, sings
“I’m Proud to Be an
American.”

3

Becky Will
of Quincy
shared the
day with
her lively
grandson.
The mother-daughter trio of
Raydene Miller, Roberta Rodgers
and Deanna Cole, right, team up
to sing in harmony acapella.
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From the Construction Zone...

Several projects are under way as a part of
the overall expansion at Camp Nauvoo. The
contractor for the exterior and structural phase
is still working on several items. The interior
work has been in progress for several weeks,
with the focus on wiring and preparing for
insulating and heating the building to allow the
work to continue over winter.
Planning continues for additional RV hookups in several areas. This will allow the tiny
houses to be moved to a more permanent location and for expanded use of the area near the
retreat house. -- Robert
Baptisms/Confirmations
Tyler Billings, baptized and confirmed April
23, Hannibal.
Memphis Miller, baptized and confirmed April
23, Hannibal.
Dana Nuckols, baptized and confirmed April
30, Hannibal.
Ed Nuckols, confirmed April 30, Hannibal.

Anniversaries
Marvin & Rosalie Watt, 55 years, Galesburg
Dan & Betty Strange, 50 years, Galesburg.

Births
Gatlin Richard Gorman, July 4, son of Joe and
Morgan Gorman, Galesburg.

Brody Dean Bowman, Aug. 1, son of Brock
and Chelsea Bowman, Maquoketa.
Phineas Dean Plympton, Aug. 26, son of Tricia
Plympton, Galesburg.
Kellen Fett McClintock, Nov. 21, son of Jason
and Linnea McClintock of Strasburg, CO.,
Galesburg reporting.

Deaths

Dottie Mapes, Burlington, Sept. 3
Joanne Schroeder, Davenport, Nov. 18.
Bob Laudie
The leaders, members Herb Iles
and people of Honduras Angela Iles
George Hesse
Bobbi Mitchell
Jackie Johnson
Meredith Mitchell
Mac McDonald
Linda Comstock
Bette Erdmann
Lisa Martin

Prayer Requests

Doug McFarlane and Mary Jo Phillips
visit at the Mission Center Conference
Oct. 29 at Camp Nauvoo.

Living in Community
The four Quad-Cities
Community of Christ
congregations welcomed
Seventy Dave Loy as their
community leader Oct. 1.
City Center Pantry
provided food for 309 people during the third quarter
of 2017. (per Churches United

first blood drive. A second
drive is set for Dec. 7. We
invited the public to a
“Back to School Bash”
Aug. 26. Games were
played and a petting zoo set
up on our front lawn. We
prepared and served a
Thanksgiving meal for Famof the Quad-City Area)
ily Court families Nov. 16.
Moline -- Our Thursday
For Christmas we are again
evening community meal is providing bedding to go
a hit with attendance often with the free beds given by
in the high 40s. As of Dec. Slumberland to children
7, 1,392 individuals had
who have no bed, and we
received free clothing this are aiding Toys for Tots
year through our Helping
and Santa for Seniors.
Hands Clothing Giveaway.
Maquoketa -- We hosted
Galesburg -- We gather
a Thanksgiving dinner Nov
food and monetary
donations each month for 19 and rang the Red Kettle
local charities. A Trunk-or- bell Nov. 30 for the SalvaTreat was held Oct. 31.
tion Army. Wishing you all
LeRoy Carpenter hosted a “A Blessed Christmas and
men’s gathering Oct. 19,
the Best Ever New Year!”
with nine men enjoying
New Canton -- A bake
food and fellowship. We
sale during the Fall Color
celebrated Thanksgiving
Drive raised $800. Some of
Nov. 12 in worship and
feasting.
the money was used to buy
Cedar Rapids -- Eleven
Angel Tree gifts for needy
units of blood were
children in the Western
collected Aug. 9 at our
School District.

