
    Camp Nauvoo Operations Group Meeting 
          Jan. 23, 2024 

The meeting was opened with a prayer by Deb Batey. 

Discussion began with the solar energy plan.  Robert has been working on 
researching the needs for this.  Robert reported he had been comparing the 
2 bids and had contacted a third.  He gave the amounts of $2,150 per KW 
hour for Mohrfeld Electric, and Lionberger is charging $2,600 per KW 
hour, representing how much electricity can be generated.  The third group 
was $3,400, which was turned down.  He feels Mohrfeld is better 
considering price, but we would have to come up with the full price up 
front.  Rebates for the two thirds we could get will take up to a year, 
meaning we would have to have $240,000 to start.  Charges seem to be an 
equal split between labor and materials.  Mohrfeld is able to provide 
service when needed at a charge, but they do have a warranty. 

Deb asked how much our electricity costs us each month, and how much we 
would be saving.  Brad stated we paid close to $27,000 last year.  After 
rebates we would pay about $80,000.  These panels should last at least 25 
years before needing to be replaced. Robert asked if we thought we would 
be increasing our usage in the coming years.  We agreed our usage would 
definitely not decrease, especially if we do additions to tiny houses or 
laundry facilities like we want to.  We have made it clear to the companies 
that we want to be sure that we have more than what we currently use to 
allow for any type of expansion.   

The question of available money came up, insuring that we could afford to 
do this without draining our assets.  Robert reported that the $150,000 
from the retreat house has now increased to $165,000 that we are sitting 
on, and the money from the sale of the church in Keokuk could be helpful. 
Robert mentioned the possibility of getting some money from the Mission 
Center on a short term basis.   Brad made a comment that we might want to 
consider doing one of the areas first, and do the second one later when we 
have a chance to have more financial ability to do it comfortably. 

Doug asked Robert about his confidence in receiving the rebates.  Robert is 
very confident in the federal, less in the state, but still a very good chance 
of working with it.   

Deb asked if we should come back in a week to vote, but Robert thinks it will 
take more than a week to have all of the answers we need and permission 
from world church.  Evelyn said Myra asked about what we would do with 
panels that need to be replaced when that time comes.  Robert said that is a 
process is growing and developing the recycling of those that is becoming a 
very real bonus.  

Brad pointed out that his fear if we do this that we would not be able to 
proceed with any other projects due to lack of funds.  Robert said that our 
return would be about 3 and a half years for pay back.  Kent said that we 
will be using energy overnight when there is no production, but during the 



down times we will be generating more than we use.  Robert stated that 
Ameren becomes our energy bank, and we put in what is produced and then 
use what we need when there is no production.  Kent said that in 4 years we 
will be saving more because we will have broke even. 

Robert will get the rest of the information together and contact World 
Church to be ready with more answers for our meeting on February 13. 

Deb moved to Lynn’s question about the hot water heat in the Lodge.  Robert 
stated it is not working yet, that he has worked on it but is at a point that he 
needs to get Dave involved.  He is going to talk to Dave about finishing the 
thermostat wiring that is only half done.  The pump and the thermostat both 
need to be worked on to get it all working properly.  If we can’t get Dave we 
will have to get Peter’s here to get it running.   

Deb asked for a motion to adjourn.  Dawn made the motion, Evelyn seconded. 
Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully Submitted 

Dawn Durgin 


